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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

 

 

President’s Report 
From Anna Gardner 

Newsletter 1, 2021 Hello everyone, and welcome to our first newsletter of 2021.   
 
I hope you have all had a great first term.  Following the events of 2020, 
I imagine many of us came into this year with some trepidation about 
how things would pan out! It has been wonderful to see our children 
able to enjoy a full (and uninterrupted) first term.  It’s exciting to see our 
children settling into their new routines and making friends. 
We have also been able to return to having our regular kinder social 
gatherings. After a brief postponement, it was fantastic that so many of 
our kinder community came together at the Welcome Barbeque: 
children, families and staff.   
 
I would like to thank all who contributed to making it a great evening, 
particularly those who helped with the preparations, cooking, serving 
and cleaning up on the night.  My gratitude to the fundraising team for 
organising the raffle and jelly bean guessing jar – a lot of fun was had, 
and some fairly extreme jelly bean jar guesses were made! 
Congratulations to those who won the recent Easter raffle - enjoy your 
prizes!   
 
On behalf of the Committee, have a wonderful and safe Easter; I look 
forward to welcoming you back next term. 
 
Anna Gardner 
 

Term 2 Key Dates: 
 

 Thursday 1st April:  
               Last day of term 1 

 
 Monday 16th April: 

First Day of Term 2 
 

 Sunday 25th April:  
ANZAC DAY (Kinder closed) 
 

 Monday 3rd May: 
Committee Meeting 
 

 Sunday 23rd–Saturday 29th  
May: Education Week 
 

 Monday 7th June: 
Committee Meeting 
 

 Monday 14th June:  
Queen’s Birthday (Kinder 
closed) 
 

 Friday 25th  June:  
Last day of term 2 
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GAWA Happenings So Far…  From Sami and Alina 
What a great first term! 
 
The Children have done so well settling into kinder for their first 
term, it’s all very new and exciting and it can be a little daunting at 
times. Sometimes our emotions are on a rollercoaster throughout 
the first term which is completely normal, understanding that kinder 
is a weekly happening can be a little overwhelming at times. 
 
The children have adapted well to all the new routines and kinder 
rules and beginning to involve themselves in play with other friends. 
Usually at the beginning of term there is a lot of parallel play and not 
too much interaction. However, its lovely to see some friendships 
starting to blossom and grow.  
 
The first term is all about getting to know one another and feeling 
safe and secure in our surroundings at kinder. There have been lots 
of name singing games on the mat and chats about how old we are. 
Music has really been a highlight with lots of involvement from most 
of the children. Construction and craft also seem to be a favourite 
along with imaginary play in the home corner. 
 
Tiny Tim our turtle puppet has been welcomed with open arms and 
makes a regular appearance at group time. 
 
Next term we will continue to establish our relationships with 
friends and grasp the concept of sharing which can always be a bit 
tricky for this age group. 
 
It has been lovely getting to meet your children this term and we 
look forward to the year ahead and creating special memories as a 
group together. 
 
Next term we will welcome a few more friends to the group. 
Hopefully, your child points out on their friends list as to who they 
play or chat with, once we have our full group another updated 
friends list will be sent home. 
 
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to come &make a 
time for a chat. As you can appreciate during the session it is a bit 
difficult to do this, but I can make a time with you for after the 
session has finished. 
 
Have a lovely Easter break with your families and friends! 
Thanks 
Sami & Alina 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

4-year-old report 
Bullen Bullen, Bunjil,Mirram, Wareen and 

Gurrborra 
 

From Lauren, Jo, Noeleen, Sami and Alina 
 
 
Well……….hasn’t it been lovely to be back at kinder and seeing 
all our friends in 2021. We have had a great start to the year. 
Please read below some of the things we have been up to. 

 
 
 
HARMONY WEEK – March 21st – 27th was Harmony Week. 

We spent the week discussing what the word Harmony meant and 
used words such as peace, sharing, caring, no fighting/war, respect. 

The Thursday friends spent the day making a Harmony Poster full 
of smiley faces. 

 

 

 STORYPARK 
 The 
educators 
hope that all 
the families 

are enjoying using the story 
park app and learning about 
their children’s days. Please 
send us a message if you have 
any questions about your 
child’s development or simply 
ask a question about one of 
the stories you have read. 

 
 
 

 
 

SUNSMART - Being SunSmart is something we like to explore in Term 1. Please 
encourage your child to be aware of the 5 S’s. (Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide). 
Lauren also found a great song on the ipad that everyone enjoyed bopping along to. 
We will be wearing our hats until the end of  
April in line with our SUNSMART Policy.  
 
 
 

LUNAR NEW YEAR - allowed us to 
explore one of the many  
celebrations we recognise in our  
multicultural society. We talked about the “lucky”  
colour RED, watched some traditional dragon dances  
on the projector screen and made some Chinese  
Lanterns.  
May 2021 bring you all health and wellness.  
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  Tecoma Preschool 

Thank-you to those that have 
already organised a time with 

Lauren to begin interviews. 
Lauren will also put some time 

aside at 
the beginning of Term 2 to chat to 

each family about their child’s 
development and learning at 

kinder. 
Please find the time-table on the 

decking in early Term 2 to lock in a 
spot to chat. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

SUNNY THE CHICKEN – We welcomed SUNNY the chicken this 
Term into our chicken coup. Thank-you to Ash’s family for sharing 
her with us. She is so very happy and comfortable that she is even 
already laying eggs for us.  

We hope that SUNNY lives up to past history and turns into a 
clucky chicken. We then hope to pop some eggs under her to see if 
she can hatch her very own chicks for us to see. 

 
Please let us know if you wish to help in the vegetable patch 

as we always need extra help in keeping up with what to 
plant. 

 

 

 

ST PATRICK’S DAY -  

We enjoyed St Patrick’s Day with arts and crafts, reading stories and 
trying on the special “GOODLUCK GREEN HAT”. 

EASTER - We look forward to  

 

 

 

May the luck of the Irish 
be with you 

 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring their knowledge of 
fire/police and ambulance. We have also spent time discussing 
emergencies and that important phone number 000. 

Outdoors…… children have been enjoying the dress ups where 
many fires have been put out with exceptional teamwork. 

We look forward in finishing the 
Term off with Easter FUN!!! 
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UPCOMING WORKING BEE 

Term 2………… 

 

SATURDAY 1st  
MAY  

What a great way to get your 
$100 Maintenance Levy back. 

Come along to 2 working bees 
and you’re done. 
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The Scholastic catalogues are 
placed in your child’s drawer on 
the deck. A proportion of the 
funds raised from orders help 
provide resources for the 
Preschool. Thank-you to those 
that have already purchased 
something, we encourage you to 
have look through & consider an 
order. 

 Fundraising Report 
From Stacey, Claire, Courtney & Vanessa 

 
 

 

 

 
What a fabulous start to the 2021 school year! This was a 
very successful evening, with many families attending and 
contributing to the community raffle and jellybean jar. We have 
already raised over $200 for our kinder! It was great to enjoy a 
sausage while we all got to know each other and watch our 
little ones have a play.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Easter Raffle 
 
The Easter Raffle was a great success. Thank you to all 
those who donated Easter eggs, bunnies and gifts for 
the prizes. Congratulations to Evelyn B, Desmond, 
Anthony and John Wright. Over $600 was raised! 
 
 
 

 

Hot Cross Buns 
Thank you to the families who ordered 

Hot Cross Buns. We hope you enjoy 
them! We managed to raise nearly $100!  
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Just a Reminder! 
Please send your child to kinder wearing clothes that are suitable for play. This means clothing in which they 
can safely climb and jump and which does not increase the risk of tripping when running or playing.  

Please try to avoid clothing that allows large areas of skin to be exposed to the sun when they are outside (e.g. 
tops with straps) or please provide a T-shirt or similar as an alternative to help us protect them from the sun. 

 

‘Stay & Play’ parents 
Please remember you are 
setting a good example  
of SunSmart  
behaviour. Please  
bring a hat along for  
when we play outside.  
 

   Our group names 
The Tecoma Preschool educators felt it was important to 

name the 3- and 4-year-old groups with meaningful names. 
In consultation with a member of the Yarra Ranges Council 

who specialises in Indigenous knowledge, we decided on the 
following: 

Bullen Bullen – Lyrebird 
Bunjil – Eagle 

Wareen – Wombat 
Mirram – Kangaroo  
Gurrborra – Koala 
Gawa – Echidna 

 
These names are from the traditional Wurundjeri language – 

Woiwurrung. The traditional owners of the Shire of Yarra 
Ranges are the Wurundjeri people. The Wurundjeri people 
have inhabited the land for at least 35,000 years. We felt it 
was important to acknowledge the traditional landowners 

and begin to share this with our community.  
 

  
   
  
 

We’d love to talk to 
you! 

We know it can be tricky to 
talk at the start/end of 
sessions, so feel free to make 
a time to see us to chat more! 

 


