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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

 

 

Newsletter 2, 2020 President’s Report 
From Daniela Backway 

Term 3 Key Dates:  

Hello to all our kinder families! 

This term has been like no other, however as a community we have been able 

to carry on in a new normal. Unfortunately, we were unable to have our usual 

celebrations and get-togethers, but were lucky enough to still be able to stay 

connected in this digital world.  

 

I’d like to say a BIG thank you to our educators for rising up to the challenge 

of educating our children through these unprecedented times. We have seen 

some changes such as online sessions and homework packs, while most 

stayed at home. As we started back at kinder some changes included 

thermometer checks and drop offs/pickups at the gate. However, all the 

children and families have taken these changes in their stride and we thank 

you for your cooperation while we navigate through these times. 

 

As restrictions ease, we look forward to engaging in more community events 

and festivities, such as working bees and fundraising events. 

As the school holidays approach, I’d like to wish you all a safe and fun school 

holidays and look forward to seeing you all in Term 3. 

• 5th-12th July: 
Naidoc Week 
 

• Monday 13th July:  
               First day of term 

 

• 3rd-9th August: 
Dental Health Week 
 

•  Tuesday 4th August: 
National Aboriginal & Torres 
Straight Islander Children’s 
Day 
 

• 15th-23rd August: 
Science Week 
 

• 22nd-28th August: 
Book Week 
 

• 10th September: 
Are you ok Day? 
 

• Friday 18th September:  
Last day of term 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

 

GAWA Happenings So Far… 

 

From Sami, Denise, Jo and Noeleen 
Hello Gawa Families 

It has been a term at kinder we will never forget and many 

changes for us all to adapt to. Although we are still being very 

cautious, I feel like kinder life is slowly returning to a new 

normal. 

The children attending have become very proactive with 

washing their hands frequently and having their temp’s taken.  

It has become the new normal and I’m so proud of the 

children and how they have dealt with these new changes at 

kinder, especially with the drop off at the gate. 

It has also been lovely to see the children become more 

confident during this time and form some friendships. 

 

This term we have been busy in the big block area, only a few 

weeks ago “The Island of Sodor” was created by a keen 

Thomas enthusiast. We have also had big cities and houses 

made. A few friends loved the bug figures so we explored that 

further through craft, stories, songs and imaginative play.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The farm animal figures are popular so we added 

some hay and farm buildings to the area extending 

the play further. 

As we near the end of term 2 we will begin to explore 

all about winter.  

To those families who 

have been away, we look 

forward to welcoming 

you back in term 3. With 

such a long break from 

kinder I understand their 

may be a few children 

feeling rather anxious 

about returning.  

I completely understand 

those feelings and we will 

do our best to make your child feel happy and settled. 

It may feel a little different at drop off however once 

inside everything is the same. We are still having lots 

of fun exploring, learning and making connections 

with new friends.  If you do have any concerns, please 

contact me on Storypark. 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

 

Unfortunately Denise won’t be here with us for term 3. A big 

thanks to Jo and Noeleen, we will inform you as to who will be 

with me for term 3. 

 

Please remember to now bring winter jackets as we always try 

to get outside. You can also bring a backpack with a change of 

clothes and a piece of fruit and a water bottle only. 

We will be in touch over the holidays with any possible 

changes to pickups and drop offs. 

 

We look forward to term 3 and seeing all your smiling faces. 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

4-year-old report 
Bullen Bullen, Bunjil, Mirram, Wareen and Gurrborra 

 

From Lauren, Jo, Noeleen and Denise 

 
What a topsy turvy Term 2 it has been!  
It is so lovely to have everyone back at kinder and out of their pj’s. ☺  

 
We started with a few very quiet weeks at kinder but we kept 
ourselves busy with zoom calls to say hi to our friends. BINGO was a 
highlight and we hope that those playing at home enjoyed it. We also 
hope that the videos, story links and songs were of some assistance 
in those tough times. Don’t forget if you want to bring back any 
completed work from the packs we sent home…. please do so. 
 

Our first week back at kinder was a quiet one 

but we did manage to do some cooking. 

Nicholas, Kaizer, Charlie and Myla helped Noeleen make some 

delicious Hot Cross Buns. We enjoyed squeezing the cross on 

the top with the piping bag and smelling them cook in the 

oven. 

 

Storypark 
We are now using Storypark to 
communicate.  

You are being notified of our news, 
messages, events and other 
communications through this means. 
Make sure you download the Storypark 
app to your phone or tablet. To 
download, search Storypark in your app 
store.  
Find out more at 
https://www.storypark.com/au/ 
 

 
Although we 
weren’t all at 
kinder, we 
hope you took 
the time to 
listen to one 
or all of the 
ANZAC story 

links we sent you. What an 
important day to remember those 
brave soldiers that fought for our 
country. We hope that everyone 
enjoyed colouring in the teddy 
picture of ANZAC TED. 

 We had 

a ball in the AUTUMN corner throwing 
leaves up in the air and watching them 
fall.  We found red, yellow, orange and 
brown leaves and they looked beautiful 
all mixed in together. Lauren also 
found some nice big acorns for us to 
explore, crack in half etc. Many 
children enjoyed using the spade and 
wheelbarrow to do some “work” and 
clean up the mess. We read some 
stories about the leaves blowing in the 
wind and even read about a tiny seed 
that floats in the autumn wind to find a 
new place to sew itself.  We hope you 
enjoyed threading your laminated 
AUTUMN leaves at home.

  

Once again 

it wasn’t a 

traditional 

“kinder” 

mother’s 

day this year. We were 

disappointed that we couldn’t make 

something special at kinder to 

surprise our mums with, but we 

hope that later in the year we can 

acknowledge both our mums and 

dads together. We hope that all 

our mums did at least get their 

pink Mother’s Day card with the 

little questionnaire completed 

inside. 

https://www.storypark.com/au/
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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

WELCOMING NEW FRIENDS 
We would like to officially welcome Zoe,  

Pippa and Aurelia and their families to 

Tecoma Preschool. All 3 girls have settled in 

with no problems and are already 

forming beautiful friendships.  We look 

forward to getting to know them all. 

 

Kinder Café We took inspiration 

from some children in the block corner 
towards the end of the term and decided 
to make a café to order take away food and 
drinks,(something we are definitely used 
to doing at the moment!) A small group of 
children helped Noeleen set up the menu 
and it has been a busy little business. 
The specialty being “Chillies on Toast”…… 
must be AMAZING because it is $31 dollars 
per serving.  
 
 
 

☺

 

 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS 
We have tried to spend as much time as 

possible in the outdoors this term and it has 

been lovely observing the different play that 

has occurred. We have had circus tricks on the 

trapeze swing, snail board game enthusiasts, 

loads of “family – mums & dads” games, king 

and servants, dragon dress ups, digging in the 

sandpit, “schools” and much much more. 

 

Most of all, we are just super stoked to see 

everyone again. The smiles on those faces as 

they walked in the door and saw their friends 

again was priceless. It has also been refreshing 

to see that new friendship groups have been 

formed even though we all knew each other. 

It’s almost like the reset button was pressed 

and we all got to meet each other again. New 

partnerships have been formed and pairs of 

friends have evolved in threesome and 

foursomes. Children are inviting new friends 

to play and exploring the concept that “we are 

all friends at kinder”. 
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Lauren will be inviting those that are interested to 

have a chat via zoom or phone to discuss their 

child’s progress at kinder. Please keep an eye out 

for her invite in the next few weeks. She apologises 

that they couldn’t have been sooner but would like 

to blame the mayhem that was COVID – 19.  

 

 
 

QUALITY TIME… 
Although this term was unlike any other we have taught before, it has given the educators the 

opportunity to spend even more quality time with your beautiful children. To start the Term the 

numbers were a little lower allowing for us to sit that little moment longer before having to 

move on to help the next friend. Now that we are back to full numbers we are now able to focus 

on those that have only newly returned to make sure they are settled and getting the attention 

they need. We hope that you have enjoyed the Storypark Individual Observations/Photos that 

have been coming home and don’t worry…. If you didn’t get one yet…. it’s on its way.  

 

Enjoy the Holidays and stay safe. 

 

 

Photos have arrived and been handed out! If you made an 

order and have not received it yet, please let Lauren know. 

Also if you would like to make a late order then please speak 

to her. 
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Fundraising Report From Amy, Kelli, Kym, Natalie and Vanessa 
 

 

Greetings! Despite the circumstances this semester, Fundraising has been bubbling along 

thanks to the contributions of our kinder community. The Easter Raffle was a success, 

raising over $250. Congratulations to the four families who received the hampers- 

hopefully they brought a little cheer (and chocolate) to the homebound holidays. 

The 

 

The latest update 

on what would 

have been the 

Mother’s Day Tea 

Towels is that 

they are on their 

way to being 

complete and 

ready to order. 

Watch out for 

order forms early 

Term 3, and 

a quick 

turnaround! 

Picture Plates DUE NOW! 
The Picture Plates (and other picture 
products) will also be ready for Term 3. 
Templates, order forms and payments are 
due June 19th – that is THIS FRIDAY. 
 
So, if you haven’t submitted everything 
already, please do so ASAP!!! 

 

Scholastic 
catalogues are 
placed in your 
child’s drawer on 

the deck. A proportion of the funds 
raised from orders help provide 
resources for the Preschool. Thank-you 
to those that have already purchased 
something, we encourage you to have 
look through & consider an order. 
 

Last but not least, we on the 
Fundraising team are keeping our 
fingers crossed that restrictions 
continue to ease and our Term 4 
initiatives may go ahead, 
including the Bunnings BBQ and 
Social Night. We will keep 
everyone posted as to their 
developments. Until then, we wish 
everyone a safe and enjoyable 
winter holiday!  

 The working bee is now 

way overdue and it would be awesome to see as 

many people there as possible as we will need ALL of 

your help when it finally comes around.  Remember 

your family will get $50 back if you participate! Keep 

your eye out on Storypark for further details. 
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Just a Reminder! 
Please send your child to kinder wearing 
clothes that are suitable for play. This 
means clothing in which they can safely 
climb and jump and which does not 
increase the risk of tripping when 
running or playing.  

 

  Our group names 
The Tecoma Preschool educators felt it was important to name the 3- and 
4-year-old groups with meaningful names. In consultation with a member 
of the Yarra Ranges Council who specialises in Indigenous knowledge, we 

decided on the following: 
Bullen Bullen – Lyrebird 

Bunjil – Eagle 
Wareen – Wombat 
Mirram – Kangaroo  
Gurrborra – Koala 
Gawa – Echidna 

 
These names are from the traditional Wurundjeri language – 

Woiwurrung. The traditional owners of the Shire of Yarra Ranges are the 
Wurundjeri people. The Wurundjeri people have inhabited the land for at 

least 35,000 years. We felt it was important to acknowledge the 
traditional landowners and begin to share this with our community. ☺ 

 

 

 
 

 

ENROLMENTS 

We still have spaces available 

for 4 year old kinder this year. 

If anyone you know is 

interested then please let 

them know to get in touch. If 

you have younger siblings 

that you wish to attend in 

future years, please get in 

early and fill out an 

enrolment form.  

 

We’d love to talk to you! 

We know it can be tricky to talk at the start/end of 

sessions, so feel free to make a time to see us to chat 

more! 

 

mailto:steveg@sjdg.global

