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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

 

 

President’s Report 
From Daniela Backway 

Newsletter 1, 2020 Hello everyone, 

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2020. I hope everyone has had an 

enjoyable Term 1, meeting new people and experiencing lots of new and 

wonderful things. I know the start of the year can be a busy transition period, 

especially for our 3 year old group, but hopefully all the children (and parents) 

have started to settle in to their new routines and are making lots of new 

friendships, and reconnecting with old ones. 

We kicked off the year with our annual Welcome BBQ, which was held on 

Wednesday the 19th of February. It was great to see such a big turn out and 

that the weather stayed on our side for the evening. The children had a great 

time playing in the playground with their friends, while the parents had a 

chance to mingle and make some of their own new friends. I’d like to thank 

the committee members, staff and families who helped organise and cook for 

the evening, and the fundraising team for putting together our Door Raffle 

and Guess the Jellybean Jar. It was a great success! 

The fundraising team do a great job in raising funds towards educational 

items for our children, with our next fundraising venture being the Easter 

Raffle. Good luck to those who have entered!  

Finally, at the beginning of next term, we will be sending out a forecast survey 

to current parents in both our 3 year old and 4 year old programs. This survey 

will help the Preschool better cater for the needs of busy, working families, so 

please take the time to complete it.   

 

Wishing you all a great rest of term and hope you all have a fun and safe 

Easter break! 

 

Term 2 Key Dates: 
 

• Tuesday 14th April:  
               First day of term 

 

• Wednesday 15th April: 
Committee Meeting 
 

• Monday 27th April:  
ANZAC DAY (Kinder closed) 
 

• Wednesday 6th May: 
Committee Meeting 
 

• Sunday 17th–Saturday 23rd 
May: Education Week 
 

• Wednesday 3rd June: 
Committee Meeting 
 

• Monday 8th June:  
Queen’s Birthday (Kinder 
closed) 
 

• Friday 26th  June:  
Last day of term 
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GAWA Happenings So Far… 

3
-ye

ar-old
 re

port 

  

From Sami and Denise 
 
Hello Gawa Families, 
 
Welcome to term 1! What a fantastic start to the year we have had. 
The children have settled and are becoming more familiar every 
passing week with the routine and going’s on at kinder. It has been 
so lovely to see their smiling faces when they arrive and wander off 
to explore either inside or outside while waving goodbye to their 
parent/carer. 
 
It’s been such a busy term getting to know one another and I hope 
they have been chatting about kinder life at home. Term 1 is all 
about getting to know one another, feeling safe and secure in their 
surroundings and following kinder rules. 
 
So far this term we have practised our emergency evacuation 
procedure, explored outside with lots of water play, sand creations, 
dress ups, obstacle course play and of course swinging on the 
swings. 
 
Inside we have used our imaginations in the home corner, got messy 
with lots of art, craft, painting and shaving foam finger drawing. 
We have learnt some new songs such as Tiny Tim and Slippery fish, 
dancing seems to be a favourite, especially following the movements 
to the bean bag song. Group time is a small snippet of the session, it 
gives us a chance to sit down altogether and have discussions with 
friends and read some books. We get to practise our listening skills 
while friends show us their favourite book or tell us a story or 
interesting fact. 
 
We will end the term making some easter craft and finding out 
about what friends might be getting up to in the kinder holidays. 
 
Next Term we look forward to exploring Autumn, celebrating 
Mother’s day and having lots more fun. 
I hope everyone is receiving stories from Storypark about what your 
child has been getting up to. Please feel free to contact me on 
Storypark if you have a query or concern. 
 
A huge thank you to all those who helped with fruit duty this term. It 
really does help Denise and I during the session, letting us focus on 
the children and not taking one of us away to cut the fruit. 
We hope you have a lovely break. 
See you in Term 2. 
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4-year-old report 
Bullen Bullen, Bunjil,Mirram, Wareen and 

Gurrborra 

 

From Lauren, Jo, Noeleen and Denise 

 
 
Term 1 has been a very settled and fun term. We have started 
to cover various topics and look forward to extending on them 
in Term 2……… 

 

 

 
RECIPE OF A GOOD FRIEND – We started the year by learning new 
kinder rules and Lauren wanted to make sure we focused on the 
positives. We talked about all the things we could do to be a nice 
friend. There were some lovely suggestions and it has been great 
to be able to use these suggestions throughout the day and 
recognize kind behaviors in our friends. 

 

 

Storypark 
We’re switching our 
communication app from  

‘Flexibuzz’ to ‘Storypark’ .You’ll be notified 
of our news, messages, events and other 
communications through this means. 
Simply download the Storypark app to your 
phone or tablet. To download, search 
Storypark in your app store.  
Find out more at 
https://www.storypark.com/au/ 
 
 

 
 

 
SUNSMART - Being SunSmart is something we like to explore in Term 1. Please 
encourage your child to be aware of the 5 S’s. (Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide). 
Lauren also found a great song on the ipad that everyone enjoyed bopping along to. 
We will be wearing our hats until the end of  
Term 1 to continue this exploration.  
 
 
 

LUNAR NEW YEAR - allowed us to 

explore one of the many  

celebrations we recognise in our  

multicultural society. We made  

special ‘good luck’ wishes and put 

 them in envelopes. We will see if  

they have come true later in the  

year! 
 

 

https://www.storypark.com/au/
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Lauren will put some time aside at  

the beginning of Term 2 to chat to  

each family about their child’s  

development and learning at kinder.  

Please find the time-table on the  

decking in early Term 2 to lock in a  

spot to chat. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

FRONT GARDEN - We have visited our front garden on a few 
occasions now and have enjoyed the quiet space. We have also 
noticed that our strawberry plant is flourishing with many 
strawberries growing. Many of the children have also taken a 
strong interest in the Fairy Walk. We have written a letter to the 
fairies asking them many questions and they have also replied….. 
we hope that maybe we can organise a Fairy Party for them very 

soon.       

 
Please let us know if you wish to help in the vegetable patch 

as we always need extra help in keeping up with what to 
plant & when 

 

 

 

 

STORYPARK – The educators hope that all the 
families are enjoying using the story park app 
and learning about their children’s days. Please 
send us a message if you have any questions 

about your child’s development or simply ask a question about one 
of the stories you have read. 

 

EASTER - We look forward to 

finishing the term exploring 

Easter. 

 

Maintenance Update… from John 

The preschool exterior is going to be 

repaired and painted by the council. The work is 

starting on the 30th March, which will take about 2 

weeks. Lauren and myself will be removing any temp 

signs, furniture and posters away from the decking and 

exterior walls on Saturday 28th March in preparation. 

 The working bee will be happening 

around the second half of April, so we will advertise the 

exact date once it is confirmed. It would be awesome to 

see as many people there as possible and remember your 

family will get $50 back if you participate! 
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Fundraising Report 

From Amy, Kelli, Kym, Natalie and Vanessa 
 

 
  

 
What a fabulous start to the 2020 school year! This was a very 
successful evening, with many families attending and contributing to the 
community raffle and jellybean jar. We have already raised $80 for our 
kinder! It was great to enjoy a sausage while we all got to know each 
other and watch our little ones have a play.   
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Next term is already shaping up to be a great 

one with more fundraising and social activities 

in the works. Wishing ‘everybunny’ an enjoyable 

Easter break. We look forward to a bright year 

ahead! 

 

 

 

With school holidays fast 
approaching, we have the Easter 
Raffle underway. Thank you to 
everyone who has already donated 
towards the hampers. If your family 
has not received your colouring 
sheet and raffle tickets to sell, 
please let the educators know.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the last few weeks of Term 1 we will be 
distributing order forms for our Mother’s 
Day Tea Towel Fundraiser.  
So please keep an eye out for those as we 
need to have all orders in by the first 
week of Term 2.  
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

The Scholastic catalogues are placed in your 
child’s drawer on the deck. A proportion of the 
funds raised from orders help provide 
resources for the Preschool. Thank-you to 
those that have already purchased something, 
we encourage you to have look through & 
consider an order. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:steveg@sjdg.global
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‘Stay & Play’ parents 
Please remember you are 
setting a good example  
of SunSmart  
behaviour. Please  
bring a hat along for  
when we play outside. ☺ 

 

  Our group names 
The Tecoma Preschool educators felt it was important to name the 3- and 
4-year-old groups with meaningful names. In consultation with a member 
of the Yarra Ranges Council who specialises in Indigenous knowledge, we 

decided on the following: 
Bullen Bullen – Lyrebird 

Bunjil – Eagle 
Wareen – Wombat 
Mirram – Kangaroo  
Gurrborra – Koala 
Gawa – Echidna 

 
These names are from the traditional Wurundjeri language – 

Woiwurrung. The traditional owners of the Shire of Yarra Ranges are the 
Wurundjeri people. The Wurundjeri people have inhabited the land for at 

least 35,000 years. We felt it was important to acknowledge the 
traditional landowners and begin to share this with our community. ☺ 

 

 

 
 

 

Just a Reminder! 
Please send your child to kinder wearing 
clothes that are suitable for play. This 
means clothing in which they can safely 
climb and jump and which does not 
increase the risk of tripping when 
running or playing.  

Please try to avoid clothing that allows 
large areas of skin to be exposed to the 
sun when they are outside (e.g. tops 
with straps) or please provide a  
T-shirt or similar as an alternative to 
help us protect them from the sun. 

 

ENROLMENTS 

We still have spaces available for 4 year 

old kinder this year. If anyone you know is 

interested then please let them know to 

get in touch. If you have younger siblings 

that you wish to attend in future years, 

please get in early and fill out an 

enrolment form.  

 


