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President’s Report 
From Shona Richards 

Newsletter 3, 2019  

Welcome to spring and the end of a busy Term 3 here at Tecoma Preschool.  

This term saw an incredible effort from our fundraising team in organising the Bogan 
Bingo.  Great to see so many people turn out to have fun, and to get to know each 
other’s inner bogan – not to mention raising funds towards our children’s education!    

There are a few more fundraising activities planned towards the end of the year, so 
thank you all again for your continued support. Come and help out at the Bunnings 
BBQ on the 5th of October – it is the busiest DIY weekend of the year, after Footy 
Grand Final, and demand for sausage sustenance will be high. 

I hope the 4 year old Dads and special others enjoyed the Father’s Day celebrations 
on 3rd September.  It was nice to see so many Dads outside in the 
playground, playing with their kids on a lovely spring evening. The key rings and 
cards were a hit with all the families - thanks to the educators for taking the time to 
make them. 

Book Week was an exciting week of dressing up, sharing our favourite stories and 
excursions for the 4 year old’s to the Belgrave Library.  

The AGM is going to be held on Wednesday 23rd October at Tecoma Primary School. 
This is where we will elect the Committee members and hand out enrolment packs for 
next year. Joining the Committee is a fantastic to way to have a positive impact on 
our Pre-school by providing valuable resources and back up to our teachers and make 
new friends. I encourage all families to attend the AGM and consider volunteering for 
the committee, it truly is a worthwhile activity and helps our Pre-school become even 
stronger. 

There are still a few spots left in the 3 and 4 year old programs next year, so if you 
know any families looking to be part of the Tecoma Preschool community, then 
encourage them to enrol.  

See you again for Term 4 and our final push towards the end of year (too soon to 
mention Christmas?!) 

Term 2 Key Dates: 

 
• Monday 7th October: First day 

of term 4 

 

• Saturday 5th October: 

Bunnings BBQ 

 

 

• Wednesday 9th October: 

Committee Meeting 

 

• Wednesday 23rd October 

Annual General Meeting – to 

be held at Tecoma Primary 

School 

 

 

• Wednesday 6th November: 

Committee Meeting  

 

• Friday 20th December: Last 

day of term 4 
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GAWA Happenings So Far… 
 

From Sami and Denise 
 

Hello Gawa Families 

 

With term 3 nearly over it means we are about to say 

hello to spring YAY!!! 

 

I'm in disbelief that we are close to starting term 4. The 

children have come such a long way over the last 3 terms 

and friendships have been established. The group has 

really come together as a whole.  

 

This term has kept us super busy with experimenting in 

science week, celebrating our love of books, our wildlife 

incursion and most recently celebrating the special dads 

in our lives.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of term 3 the children were eager to 

show and tell all their holiday stories.  

 

The benefits to show and tell are great and include: 

- Building confidence 

- Pride and self esteem 

- Encouraging listening skills 

- Building relationships with their peers 

 

For some this has been a weekly activity at group time 

and something they really enjoy. 
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The wildlife incursion was a hit, the children were so 

excited to guess what animal Brandon was bringing out 

next. The animals were amazing to see up close and hold 

or touch.  

 

A big thankyou to all the dads who could make it to the 

father's day evening. 

We hope you had a special day with your family.  

 

Once again, a big thanks to those who helped us with fruit. 

If you can spare 15 minutes to cut fruit it makes a huge 

difference to the running of the session.  

 

We hope you have a relaxing spring break!! 

 

See you back in term 4!  

 

 

 

 

 



    

  

 

 4 

 

  Tecoma Preschool                                     Newsletter 3, 2019   

4-year-old report 

Term 4  
What a busy term full of FUN! Below are 

a few areas of learning we touched on.  
Lauren, Jo, Noeleen and Denise 

 Flexibuzz 
We’re using the ‘flexibuzz’ app as a way to 

communicate with you. 

www.flexibuzz.com.au 
             

 

 

* OUR BODIES – We spent the term exploring many 

aspects of this topic. We began with a hospital corner 

where the children were encouraged to take on the role of 

the doctor, nurse or patient. At group time, the children 

enjoyed tracing around Danil’s body and we then attempted 

to draw the important organs in the body. We then 

explored what their jobs were. Eg – Brain is to give 

instructions to the rest of your body. You always get some 

giggles when you talk about wee and poo but we did touch 

on the subject lightly. :o) We also spoke about our 5 senses 

and how lucky we are to have all 5 senses working together 

as a team in our bodies. We read many books and sang 

songs that helped us learn about our bones and how to keep 

a healthy heart. Many children had some wonderful facts 

and books to share with their peers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN’S DAY – We 

celebrated with Dingah and Targoot on August 4th and the days before/after to 

recognise this very special day. We sang songs, explored puzzles and looked 

closely at the Aboriginal Flag & Torres Strait Islander Flag and the colours. We 

were all  

encouraged to make an Aboriginal Flag hand print to remember the day. 

We hope that by recognising the day we are encouraging children to explore their understanding of 

this topic. We are all still thoroughly enjoying the anticipation of who gets to take the dolls (Dingah 

& Targoot) home next and they are definitely not seen as just ‘Dolls’. They are members of our 

preschool community and have been cared for wonderfully. 

 

* PYJAMA DAY – To continue with our exploration of bodies and healthy eating, we decided to have 

a pyjama day where even the teachers joined in. We arrived at kinder and immediately enjoyed some 

breakfast/morning tea with each other. It was a great opportunity to emphasise the importance of 

starting your day with loads of energy. 
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 * DENTAL WEEK – This week involved talking regularly about 

how to keep our teeth healthy and what we can eat/drink that 

will also help with this process. We had a fun Dentist corner 

that we all enjoyed playing in. The children were also very 

excited to take home their very own toothbrush and 

toothpaste pack. 

 

* DRESS UP AS A BOOK CHARACTER DAY – Book week meant that 

it was time to celebrate everything books! Children were also 

encouraged to dress up as a book character and bring the book along 

to share. It was great fun and we all enjoyed keeping our idea a secret 

and surprising each other on the day! 

 

 

 * SCIENCE WEEK – We  

enjoyed a variety of experiments 

 and discussion over Science  

Week and most importantly we  

wanted to explore the idea of remembering to try again if 

things don’t go right. What an important skill to develop in life 

especially as our kinder children embark on their BIG step to 

school next year. We also wanted to highlight the fact that 

growing up to be a scientist can be exciting and realistic 

possibility for both girls and boys. ���� We mixed colours, 

explored static electricity, made small electrical circuits and 

did a few Egg-speriments with the children.  
 

* BUDDIES - Tecoma Primary School “Buddies” started only  

very briefly this term.  It was a very exciting time and the 

 children keep asking when they are coming back to play.  

We all look forward to seeing them again in Term 4 on multiple  

occasions. As mentioned in your buddy letters….as the year ends  

those children attending Tecoma Primary in 2020 will receive a  

buddy. This buddy is assigned by the prep teachers in  

consultation with Lauren, Jo, Noeleen & Denise.  

We hope that this Buddy System and the recent Step into Prep  

Sessions are helping prepare your child for the transition to  

school. Even if your child is not heading to Tecoma Primary, it is such a beneficial program and the 

educators can see the confidence grow each time the older children visit. 
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 Father’s Day Evening 
We hope all the dads had a wonderful Father’s Day and 

appreciated your gift from your child. Thank-you to those dads & 

special friends that came along to the Hot Dog Evening. It was 

great to chat to you all and see the big smiles on your child’s face 

as they showed you around their kinder. ���� 
 

 

 

Kids love snacks (as do many parents) and they are easy to put in to lunch-boxes.  But most snacks such as biscuits, chips 

and muesli bars are expensive and are high in fat and often low in nutrition.   

 

For a quick and cheap snack try: 

• Air popped pop-corn  

• Dried fruit and cheese  

• Cheese on wholegrain crackers such as vita wheat or Ryvita  

• Tin of fish 

• Boiled egg 

• Vegetable sticks and hummus or tzatziki dip  

• Homemade pikelets (try ¼ wholemeal, ¾ plain flour) 

• Nuts (after school if nut free policy) 

• Fruit  

• Tub of yoghurt (10g or less of total sugar)  

• Home made vegetable muffin from the freezer  

• To help fill up add a glass of milk or a Cup of soup 

 

• Swap jam and nutella sandwich fillings with vegemite. 

• Use protein for sandwich fillings like ham, chicken, cheese, tuna  

or peanut butter to keep you feeling fuller for longer.   

• Pack hard boiled eggs for a filling side dish or add it to a salad.  

• Try cheese sticks, carrot sticks and nuts as quick and easy sides.   

• Fill a small bottle with water and freeze to serve the dual purpose of keeping the lunch cool and providing the 

ideal drink.   

• Try sliced cheese and apple sandwiches for a healthy option with some natural sweetness.  Swap store bought 

salad dressings with olive oil and a squeeze of lemon.  Swap a juice box with a piece of fruit and water. 
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ENROLMENTS 

3 & 4 year old 

Positions available  

NOW  

for 2020 

 

 
         

 

  

 

 

‘Stay & Play’ parents - Please 

remember you are setting a good 

example of Sunsmart behaviour. 

Please bring a hat along for when 

we play outside.  

3 year old children now need to 

bring their own hats to EVERY 

session please.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSITION STATEMENTS – 4 year old groups 

Over the upcoming holidays, Lauren will be completing a Transition 

Statement for each child that is heading off to school in 2020. These 

reports are sent to your child’s primary school and allow for the prep 

teachers to get a better understanding of your child’s abilities before 

they begin. In term 4, Lauren will be encouraging all families to have 

a meeting to discuss these reports and ask you to also contribute to 

them. 
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Fundraising Report   from Paris, Melania, Tara & Kelly 

 

 

Bunnings BBQ – Sat 5th Oct – please help out and  
                                                         sell a few snags! 
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These plates are just beautiful & make the perfect 

Xmas gifts for family!  

 

Encourage your child to finish their masterpiece by 

4/10 so you can place your orders.  Plates are $25. 

 

If you have misplaced your template, please see 

your teacher for another.  
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Our group names 
The Tecoma Preschool educators felt it was 

important to name the 3- and 4-year-old groups 

with meaningful names. In consultation with a 

member of the Yarra Ranges Council who 

specialises in Indigenous knowledge, we 

decided on the following: 

Bullen Bullen – Lyrebird 

Bunjil – Eagle 

Wareen – Wombat 

Mirram – Kangaroo  

Gurrborra – Koala 

Gawa – Echidna 

 

These names are from the traditional 

Wurundjeri language – Woiwurrung. The 

traditional owners of the Shire of Yarra Ranges 

are the Wurundjeri people. The Wurundjeri 

people have inhabited the land for at least 

35,000 years. We felt it was important to 

acknowledge the traditional landowners and 

begin to share this with our community.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Just a Reminder! 
Please send your child to kinder wearing clothes that are   

suitable for play. This means clothing in which they can 

safely climb and jump and which does not increase the risk 

of tripping when running or playing. 

 

  

 

 

We’d love to talk to you! 

We know it can be tricky to talk 

at the start/end of sessions, so 

feel free to make a time to see 

us to chat more! 


