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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

 

 

President’s Report 
From Shona Richards 

Newsletter 1, 2019 Hi everyone, 

 

I hope Term 1 has gone well for everyone, and that your little people are 

settling into their new routines, finding new friends and reconnecting with 

Term 2 Key Dates: old ones. It can be a big transition for some, and it must be comforting for 

them to know that while they are overcoming fears, we as parents are also 

establishing new connections through our little community kinder! 

• Tuesday 23rd April: First day of 

term 

 

On that note, thank you to everyone who attended the Welcome BBQ on 

Thursday 7th of March. It was fantastic to see such a great turn out and so 

• Wednesday 25th April – ANZAC 

DAY (Kinder Closed) 

many kids having fun on the new playground. Thank you to all the Committee 

members, staff and families that helped with the setting up and cooking, and 

the fundraising team for running the Guess the Jellybeans competition. 

• Wednesday 8th May: 

Committee Meeting 

   

We also had our first Parents Social Night on Saturday 16th of March, which 

 

• Sunday 19th–Saturday 25th 

May: Education Week 

 

• Monday 10h June: Queen’s 

Birthday (Kinder Closed) 

 

• Friday 28th June: last day of 

term 2 

provided us a chance to meet each other properly, and also meet some of the 

partners, who you might not get to see at pick up and drop off. Thanks to the 

fundraising team for picking a great venue (12 Bar, Belgrave) and to the three-

piece Jazz band for reminding me that adults can have fun too � 

We have an exciting 2019 ahead with a fresh fundraising team brimming with 

ideas to raise funds for our Kinder. Thank you for all your efforts to assist with 

these activities, with the money collected going toward educational items 

which will benefit your children. 

Sami Biggs has stepped up to lead the 3's this year, and is doing a fabulous job, ably supported by the longstanding team 

in Lauren, Denise, Jo and Noeleen. It is such a credit to the educators that Tecoma kinder continues to have such a great 

reputation among the community, for both the quality of education and the care they show our children. 

Just a reminder we have a roster on the wall above the sign in book to 'Stay and Play' in both the 3 and 4 year old 

sessions. It is a great way to watch your children interact with other children and the educators.  

Wishing you all a great rest-of-term, with hopefully a little rain at the end of this long gorgeous summer. 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

  

  

GAWA Happenings So 

Far… 

3
-ye

ar-old
 re

port 

 
 

From Sami and Denise 

 
Hello to all 3yr old kinder families, I can't believe we 

are already a term down. The children have settled 

in well and routines have been established.  

Some friendships have started to form, however at 

this age children mostly enter into parallel play. It's 

lovely to see the children having a little chat or 

sharing an interest in an activity.  

 

Singing and dancing at mat time has been very 

popular, we are always getting requests for new 

songs we have been learning such as Slippery fish 

and The Bean bag song. This creates such fun while 

encouraging their gross motor skills and cognitive 

ability. Tiny Tim our hand puppet has also been a 

favourite being used as a calming and reassuring 

friend. Next term Tiny Tim may venture out and 

visit some of the children’s homes.  

 

A huge thankyou to all parents and grandparents 

that have stayed and helped with fruit duty. We 

really do appreciate it!!  

 

Denise and I have loved meeting and getting to 

know your children. If you have any concerns, 

please don't hesitate to come and make time for a 

chat.  

As you can appreciate during the session it's a bit 

difficult to do this, but I can make a time with you 

after the session has finished. 

 

We hope you have a fun and relaxing time with 

your families over the easter break.  
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  Tecoma Preschool 

  

4-year-old report 
Bullen Bullen, Bunjil,Mirram, Wareen and 

Gurrborra 

 

From Lauren, Jo, Noeleen and Denise 

  

Flexibuzz 
 

We’re using the ‘flexibuzz’ app as a way to 

communicate with you. 

  
Our 2019 children were excited and keen to start their kinder year. There 

have been a few tears but mainly smiles and laughter. Noeleen, Denise, Jo 

and myself have enjoyed taking the time to get to know everyone and 

their likes, dislikes and interest areas. Here is what we have been 

exploring so far…… 

 

• RECIPE OF A GOOD FRIEND – We started the year by learning 

new kinder rules and Lauren wanted to make sure we focused on 

the positives. We talked about all the things we could do to be a 

nice friend. There were some lovely suggestions and it has been 

great to be able to use these suggestions throughout the day and 

recognise kind behaviours when they are used. 

 

 

• BELONGING TREE – The educators have been busy taking photos 

of all the children and we now have our belonging tree up and 

running. We understand the importance of belonging to a 

group/community and feeling safe and welcomed. The belonging 

tree provides various incidental moments of discussion that also 

help our kinder friends get to know everyone’s names. 

 

 

• FRONT GARDEN - We have visited our front garden on a few 

occasions now and have been busily taking care of the fairies, 

vegetable patch and the chickens. We have found 2 mini 

capsicums growing, a few green tomatoes and our pumpkin 

plant is going well. We have also noticed that our strawberry 

plant is flourishing with some green strawberries growing. 

Volcanoes. 

 

                Please let us know if you wish to help in the vegetable patch  

                as we always need extra help in keeping up with what to plant  

                & when 

 

 

• SUNSMART - Being SunSmart is something we like to explore in 

term 1. Please encourage your child to be aware of the 5 S’s. 

(Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide). We enjoyed using our role play 

skills and took photos under the little mini umbrella pretending 

to find some shade with our hats and sunnies on. Lauren also 

found a great song on the ipad that everyone enjoyed bopping 

along to. 

You’ll be notified of our news, messages, events 

and other communications. 

  

Simply download the flexibuzz app to your phone 

or tablet. To download, search flexibuzz in your 

app store.  

 

 Once downloaded, locate and select Tecoma 

Preschool in the Early Learning section. You can 

then choose to get updates from the ‘General’ 

section as well as your child’s group name. Find out 

more at www.flexibuzz.com.au 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

 

• RESPONSIBLE DOG SAFETY PROGRAM – Supported by the 

Victorian Government, Lauren was lucky enough to organise 

Pam & Christine to come this term. They visited with their dogs 

Gemma and Breeze and explored the children’s knowledge on 

dog safety. The children were able to put into action the things 

they had been taught by approaching a real dog and asking if 

they could have a pat. We also discussed what you should do 

when an angry dog approaches you. What a fun incursion. We 

also look forward to looking on the ipad at the ‘Pet Town” app 

which will reinforce what we have learnt in the session.  

 

               Feel free to download it at home and spend some time with your  

               child exploring the app. � 

 
 

  

• LUNAR NEW YEAR - allowed us to explore one of the many celebrations we 

recognise in our multicultural society. We made special ‘good luck’ wishes and put 

them in envelopes, Chinese lanterns and took a look on the ipad at multiple videos 

of Chinese Dragon Dances. 

 

 

• CATERPILLARS & BUTTERFLIES - We were very lucky enough to 

find a beautiful butterfly that had just come out of its chrysalis. It 

rested on the lemon tree for quite a while, so it was a great 

opportunity for us to take a good look. We were very excited 

when it took its first fly. We have now found many caterpillars 

on our lemon tree that have been busily eating and eating. We 

will now wait patiently to see where they make their chrysalis 

home. What an exciting process!! 

 

 

 • STORYPARK – The educators hope that all the families are enjoying using the story park app and 

learning about their children’s days. Please send us a message if you have any questions about 

your child’s development or simply ask a question about one of the stories you have read. 

 

 

• NEW KINDER PLAYGROUND – Boy has it been fun exploring our 

new playground. There has been plenty of exploration of the 

water pump, climbing structure and new rockery area. We are 

encouraging our kinder friends to move safely around the yard 

as well as remembering to play in the shady areas on those hot 

days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

• EASTER - We look forward to finishing the 

term exploring Easter. 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

  

Maintenance Update – The New Playground Is Here! 

  

Our Pre School playground received a makeover in January 

2019. 

After several months of planning, design, pricing, negotiating 

and consulting, construction began in the “Hot” Month of Jan in 

preparation for the 2019 Pre School year. 

 
 

Major changes saw our old fort removed and a new 

combination unit was installed. This large combination unit is 

made purely from Western Australian timber, the natural 

elements tying in with our Pre-Schools beautiful surroundings. 

 

The entire project was funded by Tecoma Pre School, all 

planning and coordination was completed on a voluntary basis 

mostly from Judy Emery. A job well done. 

 
The result, well it speaks for itself and most importantly we have 

seen big smiles from the children’s faces which was our number 

one criteria to meet. 

 
Thank you to all involved, especially the educators who, given 

quite a substantial change to the play area and have been very 

supportive.  

Thank you 

 

Steve 

 

    Working Bee 

  The working bee will be 

happening in May so we will 

advertise the exact date 

once it is confirmed. 

It would be awesome to see 

as many people there as 

possible and remember 

your family will get $50 back 

if you participate! 

 

Call For Trades 

Throughout the year, there are various requirements 

for trades such as plumbers, electricians, builders etc. 

To assist the pre-school, can parents with a specific 

trade that are willing to assist, drop Steve Gray a line. 

 Typical jobs are not generally large, therefore it is 

more ad hoc type work, simply to “Help Out”. 

 Contact details for Steve Gray 

 Mobile: 0400 911 356   Email: steveg@sjdg.global 
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  Tecoma Preschool 

  

 
Fundraising Report 

 

A solid start to the Kinder year for the Fundraising team. The 

huge Jellybean Jar doing the rounds at the Welcome BBQ. 

The kids were super excited to guess the jellybeans… we had 

guesses from 3 to 41 to 500 million. (It was 2700!) Congrats 

to Andrea! 

 

 Our Easter Fundraising Chocolates have been hopping out of Kinder with the kids & we hope 

everybunny has busy spruiking them to your co-workers, neighbours, family, postman. No egg-

cuses!  Please return all Fundraising Money & unsold chocolates by Wednesday 24th April (First 

week back after school holidays). The Easter bags are $4.00 each, 20 bags per box: $80 enclosed in 

envelopes. Have an egg-cellent Easter! 

 The Scholastic catalogues are placed in your child’s drawer 

on the deck. A proportion of the funds raised from orders 

help provide resources for the Preschool. Thank-you to 

those that have already purchased something, we encourage 

you to have look through & consider an order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With Mother’s Day fast 

approaching, we have the 

beautifully designed tea 

towels by the kiddies for 

order. Perfect gift for Mum’s & 

Grandparents! Orders do need 

to be in by end of Term 1 for 

our Mother’s Day cut off. 

Order forms will be handed 

out this week to the kids. 

  

 Our biggest fundraiser for the year will be ‘BOGAN 

BINGO!’ It’s going to be a RIPPER of a night mate! 

More details including dates will be released shortly, 

stay tuned! 

 

Don’t forget to join our Private FB Parents Page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/Tecomapreschool 

 
    

 

 

 

Whooooo! What a night! 

 It was such a wonderful turn out at 12 Bar 

Belgrave. Conversation flowing, drinks 

flowing, ice being broken! It was lovely for 

people to meet off the Deck in a nice & relaxed 

setting (with no kid’s attached to us!) 

Due to the night’s success, we will be holding 

another one Term 2! Can’t wait! 
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Our group names 
The Tecoma Preschool educators felt it was 

important to name the 3- and 4-year-old groups 

with meaningful names. In consultation with a 

member of the Yarra Ranges Council who 

specialises in Indigenous knowledge, we 

decided on the following: 

Bullen Bullen – Lyrebird 

Bunjil – Eagle 

Wareen – Wombat 

Mirram – Kangaroo  

Gurrborra – Koala 

Gawa – Echidna 

 

These names are from the traditional 

Wurundjeri language – Woiwurrung. The 

traditional owners of the Shire of Yarra Ranges 

are the Wurundjeri people. The Wurundjeri 

people have inhabited the land for at least 

35,000 years. We felt it was important to 

acknowledge the traditional landowners and 

begin to share this with our community.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

‘Stay & Play’ parents 
 

Please remember you are setting a 

good example of SunSmart 

behaviour. Please bring a hat along 

for when we play outside.  
 

 

 

 

 Just a Reminder! 
Please send your child to kinder 

wearing clothes that are suitable 

for play. This means clothing in 

which they can safely climb and 

jump and which does not 

increase the risk of tripping when 

running or playing.  

Please try to avoid clothing that 

allows large areas of skin to be 

exposed to the sun when they 

are outside (e.g. tops with straps) 

or please provide a  

T-shirt or similar as an alternative 

to help us protect them from the 

sun. 

 
ENROLMENTS 

Places at Tecoma Preschool fill fast, so if you 

have any siblings or know of friends or family 

that would like to attend in the future, be 

sure to complete an enrolment application 

ASAP.

Thanks  Heaps 

A big thankyou to Tara (Olive’s 

mum) for making some  beautiful 

curtains for the cubby house!

We’d love to talk to 

you! 

We know it can be tricky to 

talk at the start/end of 

sessions, so feel free to make 

a time to see us to chat more! 


