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Friday 29th June: Last day of Term 2 

Monday 16th July: First day of Term 3 

Wednesday 25th July: Committee 

Meeting 

Thursday 16th August: Teacher 

Conference (no kinder) 

Friday 21st September: Last day of term 3 

Lorem Ipsum 

Dolor 
Pellentesque sed sem nec 

dui eleifend tristique. 

President’s report 
Newsletter 2, 2018 

Term 2/3 key dates: 

 

Hello to all our Kinder families and welcome to our Term 2 newsletter.  I'm not 

exactly sure where the last 6 months have gone but I know it has been a fun 

term here at Tecoma Kinder!! 

Thank you to all the Mums and Special friends that supported our Mothers 

Day afternoon tea in the 4yo group.  It was a lovely afternoon and the children 

really do love being able to show off their Kinder to their loved ones.   

A BIG thank you to the Educators for putting in so much effort with the 

children. Thanks for the lovely gifts from both the 3 & 4 year old groups.  

Thank you to Sami for her help in the 3 year old program again this term.  We 

look forward to having you helping again in term 3. 

Noeleen is taking off on an adventure overseas (lucky duck) from 16th July - 

23rd August so Jo and Denise will be taking her sessions with the 4yo 

groups, thank you Ladies. 

And thank you to everyone that took the time to complete the satisfaction 

survey a few weeks ago. Its lovely to get such good feedback from families on 

the services the Educators provide. We will endeavour to address any issues 

that were raised but feel free to speak with the Educators any time you may 

have any concerns.  You can find the results at the end of the newsletter. 

Wishing you all a great holiday break...stay warm and we look forward to seeing 

you all next term. 

 

Jen Kay, President 



 

 

 
 

 3 year old 

report 

 
 
 

 

We have had another busy term with the children settling in to our 

routines well. Some of the children have showed interest in letters from 

their name so we have followed up on this with some letter recognition. 

It’s amazing to see their little minds at work! Through activities such as 

songs, books & puzzles the children have had lots of fun with letters. 

Another big hit has been our dramatic play area set up as a shop. This 

area encourages social interaction with the children. It’s a great time for 

the Educators to step in and encourage the children to use their 

manners & assist with sharing…….as we know this is very hard for a 3 

year old to do! During our outdoor time we have looked at some Gross 

Motor skills, watching the children learn how to climb, jump, skip & 

swing. These core skills will continue to develop over the next 6 to 12 

months. It’s great if you can get the kids out to the local park to 

encourage these skills. On this, as winter is setting in, we will be asking 

you to provide a pair of gumboots and a coat for your child so the 

children can still get outside for a run around. Particularly through 

Term 3 with the weather often a bit on the wet/chilly side we’d still like 

to have the option to get outside. 

Within our local Community the Belgrave Lantern Parade is on our 

calendar. All of the children within our kinder had the choice to make a 

Lantern, whether they were going with their families or not. All of our 3 

year old’s did make one & we even learnt a new song too. 

We have continued to encourage the children to learn one another’s 

names. This has been lots of fun with the children passing along a 

special ball to their friends while saying/singing their names. All of this 

helps with their social & communication skills. 

Thanks once again to all of our wonderful helpers who stay & assist 

with the fruit for the children. We couldn’t do it without you!  (I’m sure 

you can see how busy we are.) 

It’s been another great term & we look forward to our next one. We will 

be having an Incursion towards the end of term 3 for the children which 

they will love.  More information to come about that soon. 

Have a lovely couple of weeks & we’ll see you in term 3. 

Jo, Denise & Sami. 

Gawa happenings so far … 

 

 
 
 

 

 



4-year-old report 
Bullen Bullen, Bunjil, Mirram, Wareen 

and Gurrborra 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
This term has been another busy one with many areas of learning. We continued our 

exploration/appreciation for the outdoors, Recognised ANZAC Day, explored Autumn 

& Winter, had Henny Penny Chicken Hatching, Recognised Mother’s Day & much much 

more…… 

 

* FRONT GARDEN – The children have enjoyed quite a few visits to the front garden. 

They have enjoyed planting some chilies, capsicum & purple carrots and have been very keen 

to use the hose and watering cans to keep everything hydrated. The Fairy Garden is always 

fun and we now have our chickens to take care of. 

 

* HENNY PENNY HATCHING – The children learnt a lot from having the hatching 

program at Tecoma Preschool this year and it is so very wonderful that we can keep the 

learning going as we take care of 3 chickens in our very own chicken coup. We were all lucky 

enough to at least see 1 baby chick peck and push it’s way out of the shell and watch it take 

its first wobbly steps. Giving them cuddles once they were all fluffy and warm was also a 

highlight. What a great way to teach children to be gentle and take care of something so small. 

We have been busily thinking about names for our 3 chickens and will have a vote soon. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

NUMERACY – We have also explored our numbers 1 – 10 this term in a variety of ways. Songs, visual 

recognition, dancing, cutting/pasting, colouring & stories. Although there is no pre-requisite as to what 

level a child should be at when heading off to school, the educators at Tecoma Preschool aspire to send 

them off with a base knowledge that can be extended upon as soon as they begin school.  If they wish to 

explore it..... we extend it.  ☺ 

 

*LANTERN MAKING –  Although only being the ripe old age 4 years old, it is important that 

children start to explore what communities that belong to and open their eyes up to what happens in our 

lovely local community. The educators thought it would be nice to explore our pasting ability and join in with 

making a lantern of our very own for the upcoming BELGRAVE LANTERN PARADE 

(Saturday 23rd June). We hope the children have enjoyed making their paper mache lantern baskets.  

 

*DINGAH & TARGOOT -  (our Australian Aboriginal Dolls) have begun their home visits. All 

children are being very patient waiting for their turn. These dolls were developed to encourage children to 

be more aware of the Australian Indigenous Culture and background of others. The children really enjoy 

taking a photo or drawing a picture for the folder and absolutely love getting a turn to show their peers what 

they have done at home with the doll -  this in turn developing their ability and confidence to speak in front 

of a group. 

 

* FAIRY TALES – All children have enjoyed exploring a few Fairy Tales this term. The main ones 

focused on were Red Riding Hood and Jack & the Beanstalk. We read stories, listened to CD’s and 

even drew pictures of what we remembered from the stories. Everyone’s illustrations were fantastic and 

encouraged us to explore our drawing skills.  

The children were all very excited to grow their very own ‘Magic Bean’ and we have enjoyed watering and 

watching them grow over the last few weeks.  

 

* SHAPES – The educators have been busy working with the children on their shape knowledge. We 

have explored sides, corners and have been looking to see where we can see these shapes in our everyday 

environments.  

 

* INTERVIEWS - Thank-you to all those parents who attended their parent/teacher interview. We 

hope that you were able to learn something new about your child and feel comfortable with their progress so 

far. We hope it helped to establish some goals for the future for both at home and at kinder. ☺ 

                                     If you missed out, please speak to Lauren and we can organise a time. 

 



* We are going to finish off Term 2 with some FUN Pyjama Days and a Dinosaur Incursion. 

 Next Term we are looking forward to exploring our bodies and how we can take care of them safely. A 

hospital corner is already planned!!  

 

* Please remember that the program revolves closely around the interest of both individuals and groups of 

children. We always welcome new discussions and if you have been somewhere special or have celebrated a 

special event in your family, please feel free to share. The development of the child as a confident and 

secure individual is of high priority and can be done through sharing their experiences or achievements in 

front of their peers. 

 

.Safe Holidays & Keep Warm,  

 

Lauren, Jo, Noeleen & Denise 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
PICK UP PROCEDURE REMINDER 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

The Tecoma Preschool Committee of Management would like to take this opportunity to remind 

you of the procedure for collecting your child at the completion of their kinder session.  

To ensure that each kinder session is run efficiently, please ensure that you collect your child at 

the stated completion time for their session. For example, if your child’s session finishes at 

2.15pm, then it is expected that you are present to collect your child at this time.  To allow for 

traffic in and out of the classroom, lining up to collect your child, pick up their bag etc, we 

understand that the process may not be completed until 2.30pm. However, this does not mean 

that you arrive at 2.30pm. 

If you are unclear as to the procedure for collecting your child, then please do not hesitate to talk 

with an educator about the process. We understand that there are one-off occasions where 

grandparents or other family members may attend for collection. It is important that they are 

aware of the correct procedure also.  You can also refer to our policy Delivery and Collection of 

Children, a copy of which can be found in the bookshelf outside the bag room.  

Please be advised 

The Committee of Management provides notice that starting from Term 3, 2018, any child that is 

not collected on time will incur a late collection fee.  The fee will be imposed as follows: 
• $15 for the first 15 minutes (regardless of whether you are five minutes or fifteen minutes late) 

• $5 for every five minutes thereafter  

Some of the reasons for imposing this fee are as follows: 
• Once a kinder session is finished the educators have meetings and commitments to attend to. If a 

child is not collected, an educator must remain with the child until their parent/guardian arrives.  

If late pick up occurs, the educator is required to be paid for their extra time. This could lead to 

increased fees or a levy to cover the additional costs.  

• Pursuant to legislation and associated regulations there is a strict child-educator ratio that must 

be maintained by the kinder. In the event the next session is starting, an extra child to be taken 

care of by the educators breaches this legislative requirement, and the Kinder’s accreditation is 

compromised which can have serious adverse effects.  

• A child whose parent/guardian is late can become distressed once all the other children have gone 

home.  

The welfare of your children is of paramount importance to the educators and Committee. 

Continual lateness will not be tolerated.  

Alternatively, if you are experiencing difficulties of any nature, do not hesitate to speak with an 

educator, committee member, or fellow parent/guardian for suggestions or assistance.  Tecoma 

Preschool is a wonderful community of families and friends.  We want to ensure that your 

children receive the best experience we have to offer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Term 2 satisfaction survey provides valuable insight into the service 
provided by the Kinder.   This year we took the survey online and trialled 
the iPad completion available at drop-off.  Thank you to all those who 
took the time to complete it.  Educators and committee welcome 
feedback at any time. 
 
Overall the results were very positive, and all respondents are satisfied!  
The quality of the educators and the program continues to receive praise 
from parents.  Social events and session times rated high for importance, 
and with a timetable that appears to be working well, the Committee will 
invite parents to socialise at an upcoming event (watch this space for 
more details).  People chose the kinder for its convenient location and to 
assist with transition to Tecoma Primary School.    Word of Mouth and 
the Open Day continue to play an important role in keeping enrolments strong.  
 
Information 
94% of parents are satisfied with the service information.  Two 
comments asked for program information in an online format, feedback 
which educators will consider for the communications plan in the 
upcoming year, ensuring the balance of effort is spent with the children.    
 
Facilities 
98% of parents are satisfied with the playground, building and 
educational equipment.   One comment suggested a mobile privacy 
screen for the toilet. The individual privacy needs of the children are 
important and supported through multiple methods; parents are 
encouraged to speak to the educators about their child’s 
requirements.  Another suggestion was to update outdoor play 
equipment, and the educators and committee are working on design activities and quotes to 
achieve this.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tecoma Pre-School 2018 Survey Results 

46 Responses 
Received. Up 
81% on 2017 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Development 
94% believe the individual needs of their children are 
being met.  The educators are available to parents to 
discuss their child’s development at any time throughout 
the year.  The 4-year-old program offers an additional 
mid-year development / school transition preparedness  
meeting; parents are encouraged to attend.    Parents are 
also reporting progress across a wide range of development areas.  
 
Parental Involvement 
96% feel welcomed by the educators and those on the committee.  One comment suggested 
that the committee members could be more welcoming of families they didn’t know, and we 
will double our efforts to ensure every parent feels welcome at the kinder. 84% feel 
encouraged to “Stay-and-Play” for the sessions (4 y/o parents feel slightly less encouraged).   
Remember to include your details on the roster to attend all, or part, of a session, as a helper.   
It is a great way to see your child interacting with others and the program first hand.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG warm welcome to Jo Henselwood 

who has kindly offered to join the 

committee in the GRANTS role. 

We would also like to farewell Chrystal 

Carter, her child Julia and their family. 

Thankyou so much Chrystal for all that 

you have done on the fundraising team…… 

you have been a valuable member and we 

wish you all the best. 



Tecoma Pre-School 2018 Survey Results 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED! 

 

 

Lauren is looking for a family to 

take responsibility to spruse up 

Poldy. 

 

Poldy is our much loved 

scarecrow in need of some TLC. 

Want to help give him a 

makeover? 

 

Any supplies you need will be 

reimbursed. 

 

Please let us know if you’re 

interested. ☺ 
 

Mother’s Day 
Thank you to everyone who 

came along to the Mother’s 

Day Afternoon Tea in May. 

We hope you all enjoyed your 

time at kinder chatting to other 

mums and making your very own 

JAR flower arrangement. A 

HUGE thank-you to JACK 

& LOGAN’S mum for 

organising the flower 

arrangement station.  

All the 4 year old children 

worked very hard on their 

Mother’s Day necklaces and we 

hope you were taken care of on 

Mother’s Day.   

You deserve it!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What’s Up Next: 

 

Fathers’ Day Mugs: The Fundraising Team have been busy 

organizing a special treat for the wonderful fathers of our Kinder 

Kids; lovely hand drawn mugs designed by your children, made as 

keepsakes for fathers to treasure their children’s’ fleeting preschool 

years. Our super easy to do Mug Templates go home this week 

and next and should be returned with the payment by the first week 

of term three. 

Save The Dates: 

Saturday 6th Of October 2018 – Bunnings Fundraising BBQ – 

Scorseby – The Kinder Fundraising Team has managed to secure 

a very hard to get slot at Bunnings to host a fund raising 

BBQ.  Parents!! We need you!! Please help to cook a few hot 

dogs!  We are asking no more than an hour and a half of your time, 

on a sunny Spring day to support our fantastic Preschool. The sign 

up sheet will be on display soon, please put your name beside your 

desired time.  We would appreciate at least for adults per time slot.  

The Fundraising Team/Committee will be there to assist at Set 

Up and Clean Up. 

 

Friday 19th Of October 2018 – Barefoot Bowling Night – 

Upwey/Tecoma Bowls Club – This year our main event is our 

Barefoot Bowling Night.  Get out without the kids, and  have your 

chance to let loose, and bowl the night away!  We are also planning 

to host some table games, put on a spread, and run as Silent 

Auction.  As tradition has it, we will be approaching local 

businesses, we always appreciate their generosity and support. 

Personal donations are also very welcome! 

  

Best Wishes From the Fundraising Team for the up and coming 

Winter Holiday – Stay Warm!!   

 

Fundraising  News … 
 



              

Thanks to those who have contributed to the 

kinder during the term. 

 
• Amelia Pollock – Flowers & Jars for Mother’s Day. 

 

• Pereena Sinclair – Painting WINTER theme on 

windows. 

• Jen Kay – providing cup cakes for Mother’s Day. 

 

• All the families who helped out at the working bee. 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

Our group names 

 
The Tecoma Preschool educators felt it 
was important to name the 3- and 4-

year-old groups with meaningful 
names. In consultation with a member 

of the Yarra Ranges Council who 
specialises in Indigenous knowledge, 

we decided on the following: 
Bullen Bullen – Lyrebird 

Bunjil – Eagle 
Wareen – Wombat 
Mirram – Kangaroo 
Gurrborra – Koala 
Gawa – Echidna 

 
These names are from the traditional 
Wurundjeri language – Woiwurrung. 
The traditional owners of the Shire of 

Yarra Ranges are the Wurundjeri 
people. The Wurundjeri people have 
inhabited the land for at least 35,000 

years. We felt it was important to 
acknowledge the traditional 

landowners and share this with our 
community. ☺ 

 

 

 

Thank-you for all your 

photo orders. 

Hopefully you all picked up your 

orders this week from kinder 
☺ 

 

Anyone have any 

old children’s 

clothes that they 

wish to donate to 

the kinder? 

If you are doing a 

clear out, please 

think of us. 
 


